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doing at one time. I think they used to spray al l t he r oad
ditches and probably don't do that. They do more mowing because
of even the environmental issues with some of the wildlife. But
I think some of the...some of the aspects of what the noxious
weed program does is that t hey.. . got t oo m any p apers h e r e .
Okay, they oversight...provide a lot of oversight for the
counties to help them and even education. They do identify
noxious weeds in order to identify them maybe with somebody from
the...personnel from the department to go out and do this where
the counties maybe do not have the programs to do i t anym ore,
and then can take care of it appropriately from that. hll
right. Here we are. I found it. They designate noxious w e eds
and appropriate control measures. They monitor county noxious
weed authority implementation of the act, and they intervene
when counties fail to adeyaately carry out the program. They
convene a noxious weed control advisory committee to advise the
department in imp lementation of the act . They provide
educational training and technical assistance in weed c o nt r o l.
T hey cond uc t annu al surve ys of noxi o u s weed
infectious...infection levels, and they publish information and
materials that represent Nebraska in various associations and
forums. So they do have • real purpose and maybe, a s th e f un d s
get down, that they will have to even cut down on the personnel
that they have and do less what they. .. l ees t han t hey are n ow,
maybe as we even get noxious weeds cleaned up somewhat. But I
think it's very important that they' re able to address a
potential noxious weed and it's much less expensive at that time
in...rather than letting it get out o f hand . The way I
u nderstand, we had su pport , the bill had su pport from the
Environmental ~ st Pund, and Nary Harding testified, I think,
some of the times that even the counties can apply for g ran t s .
When a . . . t he nox i o us weed, the program that we' re authorizing
the department to do, when they apply for a grant, t hey' re i n
line just like anyone else for the grants. They designate their
high priorities, and I think they' re just in the process now of
designating the priorities. And it' s...I think that it's very
likely that the noxious weeds will be up in the high priorities.
So it 's something t hat they wanted to do an d was ve ry
appropriate that we could be able to apply for those grants and
just be i n line like everybody else, and then they would
identify the ones that they thought were the most appropriate.
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